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For all the focus on former Del. Joe Morrissey’s upset of state Sen. Rosalyn 

Dance in Tuesday’s Democratic primary, the 16th Senate District has been in 

Democratic hands for decades. No Republican has even run for the seat since 

1971. 

https://www.richmond.com/users/profile/Andrew%20Cain


But contests for nine other Richmond-area seats — three in the state Senate 

and six in the House of Delegates — could be key to which party controls the 

legislature after the fall elections. 

“The Richmond region has been one of the more competitive regions in the 

state and is one of the real battlegrounds,” said Bob Holsworth, a longtime 

Virginia political analyst and former dean at Virginia Commonwealth University. 

“We have a whole set of races in the Richmond metropolitan area that are likely 

to be decisive in helping determine the balance of power in the legislature.” 

Following the recent resignations of state Sen. Frank Wagner, R-Virginia Beach, 

and Del. Matthew James, D-Portsmouth, to take jobs in Gov. Ralph Northam’s 

administration, Republicans hold a 20-19 edge in the Senate and a 51-48 edge 

in the House heading into the November elections. 

Holsworth said it is unclear whether President Donald Trump’s unpopularity in 

Virginia’s population centers will continue to drive Democratic turnout in off-

year elections, or whether the scandals ensnaring top Democrats in Richmond 

will depress it. Turnout is key as Democrats try to hold several traditionally 

Republican House seats that the party picked up in the 2017 wave election. 

Another unknown is whether the U.S. Supreme Court will uphold the new court-

imposed boundaries for two dozen House seats, or toss them out and revert to 

the 2011 map — after the state has held primaries in the new districts. 

Holsworth said that would leave Virginia politics in “Bizarro World.” 

Here is a look at the Richmond area’s key contests in the fall elections. 

Senate District 10 



Democrat Ghazala Hashmi, a college administrator, takes on Sen. Glen 

Sturtevant, R-Richmond, in a district that includes parts of Chesterfield County 

and the city of Richmond, plus all of Powhatan County. 

Sturtevant first won the seat in 2015, edging Democrat Dan Gecker by about 

1,500 votes out of more than 55,500 cast. Sturtevant ran up margins of 5,000 

votes in Powhatan and more than 3,500 votes in Chesterfield to offset Gecker’s 

margin in Richmond. The district has been trending Democratic in statewide 

elections. 

Hashmi, founding director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching & Learning 

at Reynolds Community College, immigrated to the U.S. from India 50 years 

ago. She would be the first Muslim woman in the Virginia Senate. Her grass-

roots campaign overcame Rep. Abigail Spanberger’s endorsement of Eileen 

Bedell in the Democratic primary. 

Sturtevant, a lawyer who served on the Richmond School Board from 2012 until 

January 2016, “will not be easy to knock off,” said Holsworth, noting that he 

sometimes has “broken with GOP orthodoxy,” as when he advocated for 

ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment during this year’s session. 

Senate District 11 

Democrat Amanda Pohl, an advocate for victims of sexual or domestic violence, 

is challenging Sen. Amanda Chase, R-Chesterfield, in a district that includes 

most of Chesterfield, and all of Amelia County and the city of Colonial Heights. 

Republicans have held the seat since 1983. Chase, who has worked in political 

consulting and in the finance industry, was first elected in 2015 after she 

knocked off Sen. Steve Martin in a Republican primary. Chase easily won the 

general election, defeating Democrat Wayne Powell with nearly 64% of the vote. 



Chase came under scrutiny in recent months over her frequent use of Capitol 

Police for transportation during the General Assembly session and her March 

encounter with a Capitol Police officer who would not allow Chase to park in a 

secure area outside the Capitol. 

Senate District 12 

Del. Debra Rodman, D-Richmond, gave up a House seat she won in 2017 in 

order to take on state Sen. Siobhan Dunnavant, R-Henrico. The district is chiefly 

in Henrico County, but includes a sliver of Hanover County. 

Dunnavant, an obstetrician and gynecologist, first won the seat in 2015, 

beating Democrat Deborah Repp by nearly 20 percentage points. Republicans 

have held the seat since 1988. 

Holsworth said Democrats think they have a shot to flip the district, noting that 

they have carried it in recent statewide contests, but he adds that Dunnavant, 

as a physician, has “a pedigree that goes beyond politics.” 

House District 27 

In a rematch of a close contest from 2017, Democrat Larry Barnett, a mental 

health professional, takes on Del. Roxann Robinson, R-Chesterfield, an 

optometrist. 

Republicans have held the seat for more than 30 years — Robinson since 2010 

— but the margins are closing in a changing Chesterfield. Robinson edged 

Barnett by 123 votes two years ago. 

House District 62 

Lindsey Dougherty, a budget analyst for Chesterfield, edged Tavorise Marks, an 

employee of the state health department, by 83 votes in Tuesday’s Democratic 



primary, according to unofficial returns. Carrie Coyner, a member of the 

Chesterfield School Board, is the GOP candidate. The seat is open with the 

retirement of Del. Riley Ingram, R-Hopewell, who has held the seat since 1992. 

The district includes parts of Chesterfield, Henrico and Prince George counties 

and part of the city of Hopewell. In 2017, Ingram beat Democrat Sheila Bynum-

Coleman by 819 votes out of more than 23,000 cast. 

Under the new court-imposed boundaries, the district became more Democratic 

by 2.3 percentage points, according to the Virginia Public Access Project. 

House District 66 

Speaker of the House Kirk Cox, R-Colonial Heights, faces a challenge from 

Democrat Sheila Bynum-Coleman, a real estate agent and small-business 

owner, in a district that changed dramatically as a result of court-imposed 

redistricting. Cox has represented the district, anchored in Chesterfield, since 

1990. 

The district’s partisan profile has moved nearly 32 percentage points in 

Democrats’ favor, according to VPAP. In the new configuration, Democrats have 

carried the district in recent statewide races. Linnard K. Harris Sr., a disabled 

veteran, substitute schoolteacher and former police officer, is running as an 

independent. 

House District 68 

Republican Garrison Coward, a former aide to Rep. Rob Wittman, R-1st, takes 

on Del. Dawn Adams, D-Richmond, in a district that includes parts of 

Chesterfield and Henrico counties and part of Richmond. Adams, a nurse 

practitioner and director of the state’s Office of Integrated Health, won the seat 

in 2017, edging Del. Manoli Loupassi, R-Richmond, by 336 votes. 



Coward, chief operating officer for the Richmond-based predictive analytics 

firm BizCents, is selling himself as a moderate Republican and a voice for 

millennials. He would be the third African American Republican in the House 

since Reconstruction after Dels. Paul Harris, R-Albemarle, and Winsome Sears, 

R-Norfolk. 

Adams sent an email to her constituents in January apologizing for attaching 

her name to a controversial abortion bill without reading it closely enough. 

Republicans had circulated a video of the defeated bill’s sponsor, Del. Kathy 

Tran, D-Fairfax, saying the measure would allow abortions up until the moment 

of birth if one doctor certified that the mother’s physical or mental health was 

at risk. 

House District 72 

Republicans had held this Henrico seat since 1990 before Democrat Schuyler 

VanValkenburg won it by 5 percentage points in 2017. VanValkenburg, a high 

school government teacher, now faces Republican GayDonna Vandergriff, who 

has served as chairman of the Henrico Library Advisory Board and as Brookland 

District representative on the Henrico Area Mental Health and Developmental 

Services Board. 

The district is trending strongly Democratic in recent statewide elections and 

became about 2 percentage points more Democratic as a result of redistricting, 

according to VPAP. 

House District 73 

This Henrico House seat is open with Rodman’s departure to run for 

Dunnavant’s Senate seat. Republicans had held the seat for 35 years before 

Rodman topped Del. John O’Bannon, R-Henrico, by about 900 votes in 2017. 

The district is trending Democratic in statewide contests. 



Democrat Rodney Willett, vice president of community impact at Impact Makers, 

a management and technology consulting firm, faces Republican Mary Margaret 

Kastelberg, investment management director at AlphaWealth Advisors. 
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