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Check out the RTD Weather Desk

to see what’s in store for the

Richmond area and John’s take

on what the forecast means.

His regular column goes beyond the highs and
lows to make sense of why our weather changes
– and how it affects us. In addition, AccuWeather
provides daily forecast updates for destinations

across Virginia, the region, the nation and the
world, plus a detailed almanac, tide charts and

interesting sights in the night sky. So whether you
want an easy explanation of what’s on the weather
horizon or a detailed look at all the numbers, we’ve

got you covered.

Follow John Boyer’s videos and updates at
Richmond.com/Weather

RTD SHOP

DR. COPTR: THE FLYING

PHYSICIAN WHO

KEPT HIS PROMISE TO

TANGIER ISLAND

Bill Lohmann’s latest book, “DR
COPTR: The Flying Physician
Who Kept His Promise To Tangier
Island,” is available for purchase
at the Richmond Times-Dispatch
merchandise counter. Visit the
downtown office at 300 E. Franklin
St. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, or call (804) 649-
6909. You may also purchase the
book online at:

Richmond.com/Shop

List Price: $23.95
Our Price: $19.95

You save $4.00! Usually
Ships in 24 to 48 Hours

CORRECTIONS

SUNDAY, MAY 10

Day Pick 3: 1-3-3

Day Pick 4: 4-7-4-9

Day Cash 5: 2-7-12-14-16

SATURDAY, MAY 9

Night Pick 3: 6-4-6

Night Pick 4: 6-2-7-2

Night Cash 5: 

3-4-12-17-24

Cash 4 Life: 23-38-42-

54-60 (CB 1)

Bank a Million: 1-7-12-14-

22-24 (BB 39)

Power: 12-18-42-48-65 

(PB 19) 5x

There was no jackpot-

winning ticket in Sat-
urday’s $68 million 
multistate Powerball 
drawing. Wednesday’s 
estimated jackpot is $77 
million.
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CONTACTS

In light of the impact from COVID-
19 and to ensure the safety of our team, 
our call center staff is now working re-
motely. Response time to phone calls 
and the ability to speak to a live agent 
have been impacted. We ask that during 
this time, requests be made online or 
through our automated phone system:

Visit Richmond.com/subscriber-ser-
vices to:

 ♦Report a delivery issue
 ♦Temporarily stop print delivery
 ♦Make a payment

Call (804) 644-4181 for the automated 
phone system to:

 ♦Report a delivery issue
 ♦Temporarily stop print delivery

Activate your digital account at Rich-
mond.com/activate to stay up to date 
on all of the news, including COVID-19 
updates.

An important 
message to our 
RTD subscribers 

By The Associated Press

ARLINGTON — At least one North-
ern Virginia county says it is not yet 
ready to move ahead with plans to re-
open the economy in the face of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The Arlington County Board issued 
a statement Friday night saying it is 
working with the governor’s office and 
other Northern Virginia jurisdictions 
to develop a separate, extended time 
frame for reopening from the rest of 
the state.

On Friday, Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced plans for an extremely limited 
first phase of reopening businesses with 
a tentative start date of May 15. But he 
said Northern Virginia may be able to 
opt out if it doesn’t feel ready.

The Arlington board said Friday night 
that hospitalizations continue to rise 
in Northern Virginia, and that the re-
gion accounts for a disproportionate 
share of COVID-19 cases. As a result, 
the board said that “for our region as 
well as Arlington, specifically, the most 
responsible path forward is maintain-
ing our current operating status” until 
data shows the virus is more clearly on 
decline.

In N.Va., Arlington 
County says it’s not 
yet ready to reopen
Board developing time frame 
that’s longer than rest of state

By The Associated Press

During a push to accelerate 
the review of parole-eligible 
inmates because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, Virginia 
released dozens of violent 
offenders, including kill-
ers, rapists and kidnappers, 
blindsiding prosecutors and 
victims’ families who say they 
were not properly notified 
as required by law, a review 
by The Associated Press has 
found.

“I mean, good grief. What, 
they were never going to tell 
us and here we are thinking 
this killer is still in jail?” said 
Juanita Gillis, who was in-
formed by an AP reporter that 
the man who fatally shot her 
brother in 1993 was paroled 
by the board in March.

Thomas Runyon’s killer, 
Dwayne Markee Reid, was 
among at least 35 people con-
victed in killings who were 
granted parole in March, 
according to an Associated 
Press review of parole board 
records, court records and 
interviews with prosecutors. 
Ninety-five inmates were 
paroled in March, the most 
recent month for which deci-
sions are public, just over half 
the number approved in all 
of 2019.

Many of those released had 
served decades in prison.

“The Parole Board, already 
inclined to grant parole prior 
to the pandemic, felt that ex-
pediting certain cases was 
appropriate due to age of the 
offender, underlying health 
conditions, and the Board 
was confident that the release 
was compatible with public 
safety,” board chair Tonya 
Chapman, who took over 
that role in April, wrote in an 
email.

She said that in normal cir-
cumstances there’s usually 
time for prosecutor notifica-
tion, “however, these are un-
precedented times.”

Brian Moran, Virginia’s 
secretary of public safety and 
homeland security, said Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s administra-
tion has full confidence in the 
board and its ability to decide 
which offenders have been 
reformed.

Moran has repeatedly em-
phasized that only a small 
number of the approximately 
30,000 inmates held in state 
prisons — about 2,300 — are 
eligible for parole and that 
under Virginia’s parole sys-
tem, the majority of those 
have been locked up for a 
long time after committing 
violent crimes.

Virginia lawmakers abol-
ished discretionary parole in 
1995, so most inmates who 
are eligible either commit-
ted their crimes before then 
or are older than 60 and meet 
certain conditions making 
them eligible for geriatric 
release.

“These are tough cases,” 
Moran said.

Some prosecutors are out-
raged about releases in their 
jurisdictions and have criti-
cized the board for what they 
say is a lack of transparency 
and communication. The 
board is largely exempt from 
Virginia’s public records law 
and does not explain its rea-
soning for granting releases.

“These are the most violent 
criminals you can get,” said 
Phil Ferguson, the longtime 
commonwealth’s attorney 
in Suffolk, where Reid was 
charged.

Reid was 16 when he shot 
Runyon during an attempted 
drug buy, according to Ru-
nyon’s sister and news ac-
counts of his trial, where a 
prosecutor called the shoot-
ing “a killing for fun.” He had 
already served time in a ju-
venile correctional facility in 
connection with a previous 
killing, according to Fergu-
son. Attempts to reach him 
and the attorney who repre-
sented him at trial were not 
successful.

Chapman said the board 
attempted to notify the Run-
yon family using a national, 

online victim notification sys-
tem called VINE.

“Unfortunately, there was 
only one anonymous phone 
number registered in VINE 
and it was no longer in ser-
vice,” she wrote in an email.

The board has one part-
time employee assigned as 
the victim services coordina-
tor, and Chapman said that 
since she took the role of 
chair April 16, she has used 
an investigator to help with 
locating potential victims.

In Halifax County, along 
the North Carolina line, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Tracy 
Quackenbush Martin has ob-
jected to the geriatric release 
of Debra Scribner, a 66-year-
old convicted in 2011 of first-
degree murder, conspiracy 
and a firearms charge in the 
death of her son-in-law, Eric 
Wynn.

Martin said she was not 
notified of Scribner’s im-
pending release as required 
by state law and questioned 
why the board would release 
someone convicted of such a 
serious crime who has spent 
less than 10 years in prison.

“Will people start to think, 
no matter what a jury says, 
that they can kill their en-
emies and be out in five so 
long as they wait until they 
are 60?” Martin wrote in an 
email.

Kevin Wynn, Eric Wynn’s 
brother, said he also was 
not notified of the board’s 
decision.

“I think we were passed 

over like we were nothing,” 
he said.

After he learned of Scrib-
ner’s release, Wynn found out 
that the board had sent him 
a letter — with the wrong ad-
dress. Wynn said he’s lived in 
the same home for more than 
20 years, well before Scrib-
ner’s arrest.

State code says the parole 
board must “endeavor dili-
gently” to contact the victim 
before making any decision 
to release an inmate on dis-
cretionary parole, and the 
definition of a victim in a ho-
micide includes relatives.

Criminal justice reform 
advocates have long said the 
state is too stingy with parole.

Shannon Ellis, an attor-
ney with the Legal Aid Justice 
Center, said it isn’t fair to crit-
icize the release of a prisoner 
only because of their offense.

“I think you have to ask a 
lot more questions ... includ-
ing how long that person had 
served, whether that person 
under any credible assess-
ment would be considered a 
danger to the public, to what 
degree does keeping a person 
incarcerated during a crisis 
like this could that be giving 
them a death sentence?” Ellis 
said.

But Gillis, Runyon’s sis-
ter, said she doesn’t think the 
now-43-year-old Reid de-
serves the freedom he’s been 
granted.

“He killed a human being. 
Doesn’t that mean anything 
anymore?” she said.

Virus parole grants 
spark criticism from 
prosecutors, families
Virginia is said to 
free violent offenders 
without notification 

BOB BROWN

Brian Moran, Virginia’s secretary of public safety and homeland 
security, said Gov. Ralph Northam’s administration has full 
confidence in the Virginia Parole Board. 

http://richmond.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5X&uuid=170f290a-f0b1-5a8d-b61d-4baef07483e7

